RESEARCH into old records has shown that Queen Charlotte's Maternity Hospital originated in 1739 when Sir Richard Manningham founded a hospital in a seventeen-roomed house in Jermyn Street, known as The General Lying-In Hospital. Its name was changed in 1810, when Queen Charlotte became its Patron, to The Queen's Lying-In Hospital, and after her death the title of Queen Charlotte's Lying-In Hospital was assumed. A Royal Charter of Incorporation was granted in 1885 and when this was amended in 1924, the present name came into use.
The following extracts from the Minutes of meetings of the Committee of Management ,tell the story of the pxediatricians: November 21, 1916: "The Sub-Committee reported that after conferring with the medical staff they recommended that an Infant Consultation Centre be established at the new outpatient department of the hospital and that a Physician be appointed to take charge of it, that the qualifications be the same as those for the Physician to the ante-natal department, that in the first place attendance be required on one afternoon weekly at 2.30 and that an *honorarium be paid if necessary which may be from £30 to £50 per annum." January 16, 1917: "A report was received from the visitors and medical staff on the appointment of a Physician to the Infant Consultation Centre. They had considered the applications for the post and unanimously recommended the appointment of Miss M. G. Thackrah." He said: At their first attendance blood is taken from all patients and tested for blood :group Rh type and irregular antibodies. Rh-negative patients are retested for antibodies at
